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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome back to a new school year!  I certainly hope that your family had a relaxing and enjoyable summer and a good first week back to school!  I know that this can be a particularly stressful time for students and parents alike.  I want to assure you that during the upcoming school year, I will be working to establish a positive learning environment where students will feel comfortable and safe thus allowing them to achieve their maximum learning potential.  During our first week back, we spent some time going over some important classroom agreements, expectations and routines designed to ensure each students has a fun and successful year.  I’m very excited to have the opportunity to work with a group of students who have such a positive attitude towards their education during the 2010- 2011 school year!

September Curriculum Overview

English

In English, we will begin by reviewing the different steps of the writing process.  From there, we will review different techniques the students can use in order to improve their writing skills such as how to properly write a paragraph and how to use transition words correctly when going from one idea to the next.  In reading, we will begin by looking at the reading strategy Making Connections.  With this strategy, students will learn how to connect the material they are reading in class to something they have personally experienced, to a book they have already read, or to something they have seen in a movie or on television.  

French

In French, we will start by going over some very basic but effective reading strategies that the students will be able to use throughout the year within various subjects.  These strategies are designed to help the students better understand the French language thus making it easier on them when reading various texts.  In writing, the students will begin studying procedural writing, the first of six different writing forms.  One of the main focuses for this writing form is to make sure the students provide enough detail when writing out the steps for their procedures.  

Geography

Geography will be taught throughout the entire first term.  We will begin with our first unit, The Themes of Geographic Inquiry.  During the next few weeks, students will study some of the major themes that encompass the subject of Geography such as movement, location, interaction, environment, region, and placement.  At the end of the unit, students will be required to choose one of the major themes they have studied and will try and promote their community as being a great place to live by emphasising the theme they have chosen.  History will be taught throughout term 2 and will be reported on in the second term.

Science

Our first unit in science will be Interactions within Ecosystems.  In this unit, students will look at the different components that make up an ecosystem such as the organization of an ecosystem, the different microbes that can be found within an ecosystem and the effect that humans have on ecosystems.  

Mathematics

Mr. Davey will teach the subject of Mathematics.

Visual Arts and Music

In Visual Arts, we will begin by looking at the various elements and principles that form the basis of the Visual Arts program.  Some examples of these elements and principles are lines, shading, contrast, colour, etc.  Once we have covered the basic elements and principles, students will then be given the chance to apply these concepts to a piece of artwork.  In Music, we will also be going over the basic elements that form the basis of the Music program.  From there, we will begin to look at how various musical compositions can affect your emotions by using different images and media resources to emphasize the message the music is trying to get across.

Health and Physical Education

In Health, we will start the year off by studying the unit Personal Safety and Injury Prevention.  In this unit, students will look at various situations that deal with everyday issues regarded as being dangerous, such as bullying and harassment.  From there, students will analyse the situations in order to determine different solutions they could apply in order to resolve the problems.  In Physical Education, we will begin the year by learning how to play Ultimate Frisbee.  This is a great sport because it allows the students to practice their movement skills such as running around the field in order to catch the Frisbee but it also provides the student with the opportunity to work as a team in order to accomplish a desired goal.

Please take the time to fill out the student information form that I am enclosing so that I can learn more about your child!  I certainly hope that you and your child are beginning to feel comfortable with what lies ahead in the coming school year.  Again, I want you to know how excited I am to have the opportunity to work with your child and the rest of the Queen Elizabeth II community.  I assure you that I will do everything I can to keep you informed so that together we can all work to support your child to be the best that they can be. Please feel free to checkout my online homework board at http://fisherqueene.edublogs.org.   If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at the school (519) 882-2123.  I’m looking forward to a great year!
Sincerely, 

Mrs. Fisher

Important Dates:

Meet the Teacher – September 16

Terry Fox Run – September 17
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