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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

With progress reports coming out this month, things have been busier than ever in the classroom.  The students have been working very hard in order to demonstrate what they have learned in every subject.  The efforts that have been put forth by the students to complete their work on time or to follow direction when completing a task have been reflected in how well they have progressed during the first part of term 1.
November Curriculum Overview

English

We have now finished studying our first reading strategy, Making Connections, and will now begin investigating our second reading strategy, Visualisation.  In order to accomplish this, we will be reading the novel Coraline as a class.  This is an excellent novel to use when studying Visualisation because it provides enough description and detail to allow the students the opportunity to visualise exactly what the author is describing throughout the story.  In terms of writing, we will start to look at the different components that make up the writing form of Narrative.  During this unit, students will be encouraged to use their imagination and creativity to come up with an intriguing story that contains different characters and an interesting plot, consisting of a problem and a solution, and written for the purpose of entertaining their readers.
French

We will continue to investigate the many different reading strategies that students can use to help them better understand the French language.  Thus far, I have seen great improvement in terms of comprehension for the students who actually take the time to apply these strategies to various types of reading material and oral communication situations.  In terms of writing, students will have the opportunity to examine and study different French narrative writing pieces allowing them to 
apply the concepts they have learned in English to a French piece.   
Geography

We are now at the end of our first unit, The Themes of Geographic Inquiry.  Students will now need to complete a culminating task which will allow them to take an in depth look at one of the major themes they studied and consider to be important to Petrolia.  Once they have decided on a theme, they will need to create a promotional add which will attract other residents to this location.  Once this task is finished, we will start investigating our second unit, entitled Patterns in Physical Geography.
Science

We will be continuing our study of Interactions within Ecosystems, but we are taking a more in depth look at the impact humans have on ecosystems.  One activity that the students will partake in is a role play activity.  Here, students will be broken up into groups of 2 and will think and act as different members of the community of Cosmo.  They are having a debate over a proposal about the operation of a new landfill site.    This activity provides the students with an opportunity to put themselves in someone else’s shoes and to consider the impact that we have on various ecosystems on a daily basis.     
Mathematics

Mr. Davey will teach the subject of Mathematics.  This month, students will be studying the concepts of patterning and algebra.
Visual Arts and Music

Students are currently in the process of working on their colour wheel.  We have studied the different primary colours and how mixing those colours allows artists to make secondary colours.  Students will continue to work on their colour wheel and will continue to practice mixing the various primary colours to create different tints of the secondary colours.  In Music, we have begun our first task.  Students will be making a video of a movie which contains a musical composition by John Williams.  The task is to choose pictures from the movie of their choice accordingly which will allow them to depict the emotions they feel are being represented in the song.     
Health and Physical Education

In Health, we will continue to study our unit on Personal Safety and Injury prevention.  Over the last few weeks, students have studied different types of bullying and have created skits which allowed them to examine different types of bullying situations they may be faced with.  We will now begin to take a look at different resources that students can use if they are ever in trouble and are seeking guidance on a particular situation.  From there, students will complete their culminating task which will allow them to take all the concepts they have learned throughout this unit and apply them to a particular scenario.  In Physical Education, we will begin studying the sport of Volleyball.  This is a great sport to play because it provides the students with the opportunity to work together as a team in order to attain a desired goal: to keep the ball in the air and send it over to the other side of the net.  Students are also able to participate actively in this sport by rotating from one position to the next.  Finally, students are practicing fundamental movement techniques by serving the ball to start a play and then volleying and bumping the ball to create a rally from one side to the next.    
As previously mentioned, the students have been working very hard over the last couple months and I’m sure most of you were quite pleased with the results of their progress reports.  I’m very confident that each student will continue to maintain their excellent work habits throughout the rest of term 1.  Just a reminder to all parents that every Wednesday from 3:00 – 4:00 pm, there is an after school homework club for any student who wishes to have a little more time to complete their work or is looking for further guidance when it comes to completing a task.  Last but not least, I would like to encourage parents to check out the online homework board at the following address http://fisherqueene.edublogs.org on a daily basis.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at the school (519) 882-2123.  

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Fisher

Important Dates:

Parent-Teacher Interviews
November 9

Field Trip to the Cenotaph
November 11
P.D. Day


November 26
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