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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome back to a brand new year.  I hope you were all able to relax and enjoy yourselves over the Christmas Holiday.  I’m very much looking forward to a fresh start in the new year with all the students as we begin investigating some new material and wrap up some unfinished business due to the unpredictable nature of the weather.  These next few weeks are bound to be busy for the students as we approach the end of the first term.          
January Curriculum Overview

English

In English, we will begin exploring two new reading strategies: Asking Questions and Making Inferences.  With Asking Questions, the students will learn how to ask themselves three different types of questions, namely literal, inferential and evaluative, while they are reading various texts.  This reading strategy is very useful because it helps students to better comprehend and understand the material they are reading.  Once we have completed this strategy, the students will learn how to make inferences.  Making inferences is a very useful reading strategy because it allows the student to make judgements or draw conclusions about various aspects of a novel by combining their prior knowledge with information found within the text.  In order to apply these two reading strategies, the students will be listening to a read aloud of the novel Grease Town by Ann Towell, an author from the Enniskillen Township.         
French


In French we will begin to study and investigate the Report writing form.  To assist students with this particular type of writing, we will start off by looking at various reports in order to identify key characteristics that pertain to this writing form.  From there, the students will read a variety of reports in order to determine the proper way to set up a report.  Finally, the students will have the opportunity to write their own report on a place that they wish to visit.  Once all the students have finished writing their first report, I will combine all of them together to form a type of information guide on various places around the world.  Students will then begin their second writing piece.
Geography

We are quickly approaching the end of our second unit.  The students are currently studying agriculture and the various ways that the soil, climate, and vegetation affect agriculture in different parts of the country.  Once we have finished with our second unit, we will begin investigating our third and final unit, Natural Resources.  In order to accomplish this, the students will be asked to complete a research project on one of Canada’s natural resources.
Science

We have begun examining and exploring our second unit in Science: Pure Substances and Mixtures.  In this unit, students will investigate various concepts such as classifying different substances, defining pure substances and mixtures, comparing solubility and saturation, and learning about the importance of water, just to name a few.         
Mathematics

Mr. Davey teaches the subject of Mathematics.  This month, students will be studying Integer concepts.
Visual Arts and Music

In Visual Arts, students will continue to work on their second art task: painting with water colours.  This task will provide the students with the opportunity to practice and apply the concepts of harmony, unity and colour when painting their picture.  In Music, we will begin exploring different genres of music such as rock, pop, disco, etc. and the elements that characterise and separate one genre from the other.        
Health and Physical Education

In Health, we will finish off our unit on Personal Safety and Injury Prevention by discussing the key points surrounding cyber bullying.  From there we will begin our new unit on Healthy Eating by defining and examining what exactly is healthy eating.  In Physical Education, we will continue studying the sport of Basketball.  This is a great sport to play because it provides the students with the opportunity to work together as a team in order to attain a desired goal: to get the ball from one end of the court to the next and into their respective basketball net in order to score.  Students are also able to participate actively in this sport by running from one end of the court to the next and passing the ball from one teammate to the other.  Finally, students are practicing fundamental movement techniques by dribbling the ball, passing the ball and doing layups, etc.    
As previously mentioned, I am very much looking forward to moving ahead with the students by starting fresh in the New Year.  Students should take this opportunity to change the behaviours they feel are holding them back, such as not completing their homework or not checking their planner on a daily basis, and set a goal to do things differently in the New Year.  I would also like to encourage parents to keep track of the homework that students are assigned by checking their planners on a daily basis to ensure everything is completed and put in their school bags for the following day.  Just a reminder to all parents that every Wednesday from 3:00 – 4:00 pm, there is an after school homework club for any student who wishes to have a little more time to complete their work or is looking for further guidance when it comes to completing a task.  I would like to encourage parents to check out the online homework board at the following address http://fisherqueene.edublogs.org on a daily basis.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at the school (519) 882-2123.  

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Fisher

Important Dates:

LCCVI Open House Info Night on

 January 20, 2011

(Info for French Immersion students starting at 6:30 – 7:00 pm)
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