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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

The first month of the New Year has come and gone which means we have now reached the end of the first term.  Over the last few weeks, the students have been working very hard, both in class and at home, in order to complete all of their projects and prepare themselves for a variety of tests.  This means we are now ready to take it easy during the first couple of weeks of the new term as we prepare to investigate and explore some brand new units within different subjects.  
February Curriculum Overview

English

In English, we will begin investigating the reading strategy of inferring by reading a variety of articles that revolve around the theme of mysteries.  This is a great theme to use when teaching students how to infer because it provides them with the opportunity to look for clues presented within the article and to combine those clues with their prior knowledge in order to come up with an inference.  Students will also be given the chance to practice their report writing skills by writing a scientific report as part of their culminating task for our Science unit.    
French


In French, the students will continue to focus on report writing by investigating and practicing how to write various forms of reports.  Currently, the students are learning how to properly write a summary.  To accomplish this, we are reading various articles dealing with global issues and then highlighting and identifying the main ideas within the article in order to interpret them 
and put them into our own words.  Finally the students will create a poster using Microsoft Publisher which will contain their summary along with a title, subtitles and pictures in order to capture the attention of their audience.  This task is designed to help students practice their reading and writing skills in the French language while also taking into account specific characteristics pertaining to the report writing form.   
History
We have now concluded our Geography unit and will begin focusing on History throughout the second term.  Our first unit in History is entitled New France.  During this unit, students will be given the chance to investigate and explore the history of New France, currently known as Quebec, by studying the interactions that took place between the natives and the first Europeans who arrived to this country.  
Science

We have now approached the end of our second unit entitled Pure Substances and Mixtures.  To conclude this unit, the students will be conducting a variety of experiments which will allow them to explore different properties which relate to the concepts studied during this unit.  Finally, the students will need to apply the concepts learned through the experiments in order to solve a mystery.  Once the mystery is solved, they will need to write up a formal report to state their findings.         
Mathematics

Mr. Davey teaches the subject of Mathematics.  This month, students will be studying Integer concepts.
Visual Arts and Music

In Visual Arts, the students are in the middle of their final art task before we begin to study the remaining art forms, Drama and Dance.  For the final art task, students are drawing a caricature of themselves in order to apply the concepts of lines, shapes, colour and space.  In Music, we have begun to investigate the history and characteristics of the various genres such as Pop and Rock.  This allows the students to understand what influences have shaped various types of music over the last few decades.  
Health and Physical Education

In Health, we will begin to investigate and explore various concepts that pertain to Healthy Eating and Living.  To begin the unit, students will need to explain in their own words what they consider to be healthy eating and living.  From there we will study various aspects of healthy eating and living such as being able to make healthy choices when selecting foods.  In Physical Education, we will begin to practice various techniques of the game Handball.  Once students have mastered the concepts, we will begin play a game of Handball.  This is a great sport for the students to learn because it provides them with the opportunity to work as a team in order to attain a desired goal.    
As you can see, there is quite a bit of work ahead of the students as we begin the second term but I am very confident that the students will have no trouble getting back on the horse and applying themselves to their studies.  Just a reminder to all parents that every Wednesday from 3:00 – 4:00 pm, there is an after school homework club for any student who wishes to have a little more time to complete their work or is looking for further guidance when it comes to completing a task.  I would like to encourage parents to check out the online homework board at the following address http://fisherqueene.edublogs.org on a daily basis.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at the school (519) 882-2123.  

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Fisher

Important Dates:

Intermediate 
Fundraiser

February 1 – 14, 2011

P.D. Day

February 2, 2011

Report Cards

February 18, 2011

Family Day

February 21, 2011

Please Note: 
Grade 8 Option Sheets should be returned to Mrs. Fisher no later than Friday, February 18, 2011.
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