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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

The first month of the second term has come and gone and I have seen a great deal of improvement in the students’ work ability.  They are very enthusiastic about all the new material we have begun studying and I expect this level of enthusiasm to continue as we progress through the second term.  The new homework policy that was put into effect a couple of weeks ago has made a huge difference in terms of the students’ responsibility.  Once again I would like to thank all parents and guardians for their continued support in this manner.   

March Curriculum Overview

English

In English, we have begun investigating the characteristics of explanation writing.  Our focus for this writing form will consist of various topics that deal with school and homework such as “Explain how school could be made more enjoyable for students, using if/then statements and organized paragraphs.”  We have also started studying the reading strategy of summarizing.  Students will apply this reading strategy by reading various articles that focus on fears and phobias.  They will then need to identify the overall message of the article along with the most important ideas from each paragraph.  That information can then be combined to form their summary.     

French


In French, we have begun reading our first read aloud.  The novel is called “Les crayons qui trichent” by Jean-Marie Poupart.  While reading this novel, students 

will be required to increase their vocabulary by identifying ten words they are not familiar with for each chapter, finding its definition and writing a sentence using that word.  Students will also be required to write a brief summary of three to four sentences to summarize the main ideas for each chapter and answer various questions pertaining to the material read.  

History

We have now moved onto the second chapter of the first unit in History.  Students will begin exploring and investigating the Society of New France.  Students will be given the chance to explore and learn about the different roles that made up the society in New France when the colony was just beginning to develop.  For example, they will learn about the importance and responsibilities of Count Frontenac along with the role he played in the development of New France.   

Science

Students have begun investigating our new unit on Structural Strength and Stability.  During this unit, students will be given the opportunity to study various concepts that relate to structures such as stability, force, tension, compression, strength, etc.  Students will then be given the chance to apply those concepts to a hands-on activity at the end of the unit.         

Mathematics

Mr. Davey teaches the subject of Mathematics.  This month, students will be studying Fractions.

Visual Arts and Music

We have now concluded our unit on Visual Arts.  For term two, our focus in the Arts will be Dance and Drama.  To begin our unit on Dance, the students will begin exploring the various elements that relate to Dance by watching a variety of videos that demonstrate different types of dances.  From there, students will participate in a class discussion to identify the different elements presented in each video (ie: space, relationship, beat, etc.).  Once a firm understanding of these elements has been established, students will begin applying these concepts by putting together their own dance.  In Music, we will continue to investigate the different genres of music.  Once we have finished, students will be required to complete a project on a music group that falls within one of the genres studied.  They will need to provide background information on that group and explain why they are classified as belonging to that particular genre.

Health and Physical Education

In Health, we will continue to explore various concepts that relate to Healthy Eating.  Over the next couple of weeks, students will apply their knowledge and understanding of Canada’s Food Guide by coming up with a plan to eat healthy while meeting the appropriate portions for their age group.  From there we will begin to incorporate exercise routines that students can also follow in order to maintain a healthy lifestyle.  In Physical Education, we will begin to practice and apply various concepts and techniques that relate to ringette.  This is a great sport to play because it teaches the students fundamental movement skills, such as being able to stick handle when they have the ring, as well as active participate skills because they need to pass the ring from one team mate to another in order to move the ring from one end of the gym to the other to score.      

New website to assist students
During a class discussion, it was brought to my attention that some students struggle to complete their homework because they have questions that they are unable to answer because they need the teacher’s assistance.  In order to put an end to this, I have created a new website that is interactive and will allow the students to receive the help they need after school hours.  Therefore, if a student is struggling to complete a question, they can simple go to www.wallwisher.com/wall/afterhours  and post their question in the form of a post-it note.  Students have the choice of including their first name or they can simple be known as anonymous.  They can also come up with a nickname that they will be required to provide me with prior to posting a question.  All post-it notes will need to be approved by the teacher before they become visible on the website.  Once it is approved, I will be able to respond to it by providing the students with any answers they may need.  To ensure all students receive the help they need, I will be putting a deadline on how late a student can post a note.  This means that all post-it notes that are posted after 7 PM may not receive a reply.  Students will need to post all their questions before 7 PM if they wish to have their questions answered.  

As previously mentioned, students are progressing very well during the beginning of the second term and I have high hopes that they will all continue to do well throughout the rest of the term.  Just a reminder to all parents that every Wednesday from 3:00 – 4:00 pm, there is an after school homework club for any student who wishes to have a little more time to complete their work or is looking for further guidance when it comes to completing a task.  I would also like to encourage parents to check out the online homework board at the following address http://fisherqueene.edublogs.org on a daily basis.  Finally I would like to wish everyone a safe and relaxing March Break.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at the school (519) 882-2123.  

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Fisher

Important Dates:

March Break

March 14-18
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