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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

We are now in the final stretch of the school year which means that the grade 8 students will become quite busy as preparations for their graduation and high school begin to get underway.  This means that it is very important for the grade 8 students to stay on top of their work, both in and out of school, as we begin to prepare them for what is to come once they graduate and leave elementary school behind.  

March Curriculum Overview

English

In English, we will finish up our investigation of the reading strategy of summarizing and begin studying the strategy of synthesizing.  This is a useful strategy to use when reading because it will allow the students to combine new ideas with ideas they already know in order to learn something new and different about a variety of subjects.  In writing, we will begin exploring the persuasive form.  While studying this writing form, students will be required to form an opinion about a variety of subjects and present arguments and facts to support their opinion.     

French


In French, we will continue with our read aloud of the novel Les crayons qui trichent.  While reading this novel, students will continue to identify 10 words from each chapter that they are unfamiliar with, look up their definition in the dictionary, and then write a sentence for each word.  They 

will also continue to write a summary for each chapter and answer questions that highlight key information found in each chapter.  Once we have finished the novel, students will begin investigating different persuasive articles that focus on worthy causes such as volunteering. 

History

We have now come to the last chapter in our first unit.  This chapter focuses on the relationships that the French formed with the Natives once they arrived and founded New France and the role that relationship played in regards to the invasion of the British.  Once we have finished that chapter, we will begin investigating our second unit which focuses on British North America.   

Science

Students will continue to investigate and explore various concepts pertaining to structures.  We began the unit by studying the life cycle of various products and by looking at product testing.  To help the students better understand these concepts, they were asked to build a cd rack and identify different ways to test their product.  From there, we will continue our investigation of structures by studying different concepts such as stability, forces, and structures, just to name a few.        

Mathematics

Mr. Hills will be teaching this subject until Mr. Davey returns.  This month, students will be finishing up Fractions and then will begin studying 3-D shapes.

Visual Arts and Music

In Dance, students will begin to practice various movements that allow them to apply the different elements pertaining to Dance.  Once they have gained a good understanding of the elements, students will be required to create their own dance that they will have to show to the class in order to demonstrate their understanding of the elements.  In Music, students will continue to work on their project by researching information on a particular band that falls under a specific genre.

Health and Physical Education

In Health, we will continue to explore various concepts that relate to Healthy Eating.  Students will begin to investigate different exercise routines that they can follow, in combination with making healthy choices, which will help them in maintaining a healthy lifestyle.  In Physical Education, students will participate in various activities that will focus on active participation and team work.  As the weather begins to warm up, we will begin preparations for track and field.

Students are reminded that if they are struggling to complete a question, or if they have questions pertaining to their homework after school has finished, they can simply go to the following website and post their questions for me to answer: www.wallwisher.com/wall/afterhours  

To ensure all students receive the help they need, I will be putting a deadline on how late a student can post a note.  This means that all post-it notes that are posted after 7 PM may not receive a reply.  Students will need to post all their questions before 7 PM if they wish to have their questions answered.  

As previously mentioned, preparations are underway as graduation begins to approach.  The first step will take place in a couple of weeks as the grade 8 students make their way over to LCCVI for an orientation.  All of the students are progressing well and I expect that it will remain that way until the end of the year.  Just a reminder to all parents that every Wednesday from 3:00 – 4:00 pm, there is an after school homework club for any student who wishes to have a little more time to complete their work or is looking for further guidance when it comes to completing a task.  I would also like to encourage parents to check out the online homework board at the following address http://fisherqueene.edublogs.org on a daily basis.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at the school (519) 882-2123.  

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Fisher

Important Dates:

Fundraising for

year end trip

April 1-18

Grade 8 Orientation 

at LCCVI

April 20

Good Friday

April 22

Easter Monday
April 25
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