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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Spring is finally here, which can only mean one thing: summer is just around the corner!  With only weeks remaining until the end of the year, things are really starting to quicken in pace.  Preparations for graduation are well underway, we are starting to wrap up most of the units we are studying, final projects and tasks are being assigned so students can demonstrate what they have learned, and baby steps are being put in place to help everyone prepare for the upcoming transition between Hillcrest and Queen Elizabeth II.
May Curriculum Overview

English

In English, we will continue to study the persuasive writing form by writing different pieces such as editorials.  This will provide the students with an opportunity to practice expressing their own opinion on various topics by supporting them with statistics, facts, or examples.  We will also continue to learn and apply the reading strategy of synthesizing.  The students are currently applying this strategy to various articles relating to our unit “Sending a Message” and have demonstrated a good understanding of how this strategy can be used to better help them understand the material they are reading.    
French


In French, we will continue to read various persuasive pieces that focus on worthy causes such as fighting for animal rights.  In order to help the students better understand the material they are reading, we will study five useful reading strategies that they will apply when reading different 
articles.  These reading strategies consist of asking questions, making inferences, finding the definition of unknown words, interpreting diagrams and summarizing the main ideas of the article.  Students will also be given the chance to practice their persuasive writing skills in the French language by writing their own opinion piece on a cause they feel is important to them.
History
In history, we have begun exploring and investigating our second unit entitled British North America.  During this unit, students will get an in depth look at the various changes and developments that took place once the British gained control of New France at the end of the Seven Year War with the signing of the Treaty of Paris.  
Science

Over the next few weeks, we will continue and hopefully finish our unit on Structures.  Once we have finished this unit, students will be able to apply the concepts they have learned by constructing roller coasters.  This task is to be completed in small groups and students will be required to meet specific expectations that relate to the concepts they have studied.    
Mathematics

Mr. Hills, who has been teaching for Mr. Davey until his return, will be leaving us at the end of the week because he has accepted a long term position at another school.  Currently, students are completing their unit on Angles and Pythagorean Theorem and from there will move onto Statistics and Probability.
Visual Arts and Music

In Dance, students will begin preparing their final task which is to choreograph a dance of their own that incorporates the various elements we have studied and practice in class.  Once students have finished choreographing their dance, they will need to present it to their peers. In Music, students are preparing their presentations on their chosen musician and genre which is to begin this week.  Once all the students have presented, they will begin working on their final task before the end of the year. 
Health and Physical Education

In Health, we will continue investigating different concepts that relate to Healthy Eating such as defining what calories are and how they are used by our bodies.  We will also take a brief look at the digestive system.  In Physical Education, students will begin preparations for Track and Field.  In order to do this, students will be given as much time as possible to practice the different events they are to participate in such as triple jump, long jump, high jump and various running lengths.  
Students are reminded that if they are struggling to complete a question, or if they have questions pertaining to their homework after school has finished, they can simply go to the following website and post their questions for me to answer: www.wallwisher.com/wall/afterhours  
To ensure all students receive the help they need, I will be putting a deadline on how late a student can post a note.  This means that all post-it notes that are posted after 7 PM may not receive a reply.  Students will need to post all their questions before 7 PM if they wish to have their questions answered.  

As previously mentioned, things are becoming very busy with the end of the year fast approaching.  However, there is still a lot of material that needs to be completed before students break for summer.  Therefore it is important for students to remain focused on their studies, despite the distraction of the nice weather!  Just a reminder to all parents that every Wednesday from 3:00 – 4:00 pm, there is an after school homework club for any student who wishes to have a little more time to complete their work or is looking for further guidance when it comes to completing a task.  I would also like to encourage parents to check out the online homework board at the following address http://fisherqueene.edublogs.org on a daily basis.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at the school (519) 882-2123.  
Sincerely, 

Mrs. Fisher

Important Dates:

Track and Field


May 18
Track and Field (Rain date)
May 20

Victoria Day


May 23

Field Trip to Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
and The Oil Museum

May 24
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